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POD BABY sy vasaman mansoorn

THE BABRY WAS CRYING
AGAIN. THE ENDLESS
ROLLING TIDE O©OF SHRIEKS

dé MADE HER WANT TO DIE.

w4

® NO OME TOLD HER HOW HARD
IT WOULD BE. HAVING A
@ BABY AT 75,
« TN 41
"WHY ODIDN'T YOU WARN ME?"
RACHEL ASKED HER
THIROD-TO-LAST THERAPIST
OCURING THEIR BREAKUP
CALL .

T ALY

"IT'S NOT APPROPRIATE FOR
ME TGO IMPIMNGE oN THE
PROCREATIVE DEGISIONS OF
GLIENTS. ECTOGENETIC
LIBERTY I8 ONE OF THE ="
THE THERAPIST KEPT GOING
BUT RACHEL'S ARTHRITIC
KNUCKLE HAD ALREADY ENDED
THE CALL.

BACK IN MY DAY WOMEN STOPPED POPPING BABIES AT 45

6HE ACTIVATED HIS FEEDER. B
THE GCRYING STOPPED. -

"MASSER IS ARRIVING." HER i’r_
HOME ANMOUNGED. THAT WAS'f
THE MAN SHE HAD BOOKED ON; "“ﬁ
AN ERRAND APP. BHE Hapbh-
HIM FOR THE AFTERNOON.

NMASSER WAS ALREADY
WAITIMNG CUTSIDE BY THE
TIME SHE GOT TO THE DOOR.

-

HE SMELLED LIKE EXPIRED SAUSAGE.
AMD RACHEL WONDERED IF HE EVER
WASHED BEHIND HIS EARS. BUT HE
SEEMED CAPABLE OF FRETENDING TO
BE POLITE. AND SHE COULD ALWAYS
ASK HIM TO OPEN HER WINDOWS.

MASSER COULD BARELY BREATHE FRO
THE LOW-LYING STENCH oF URIN
THAT CLUNG TO EVERYTHING [M THE
HOUSE .

1 33 . q
‘?.. ‘- ' II.. ’ A ; - § - "
MONTHS OLD MOW. 3 ‘B S
. | . \

MY

- -J THEY NFNT TO THE KITCHEN.

SHE'D READ IT WAS COMMON FOR POD J
BABIES TO HAVE 4 STRONG DISGUST SHE OFFERED HM A cup oF HER

RESPONSE. THEY DIDN'T KMOW WHY. BUT WORST COFFEE AND MOTIONED TO A

ITU WAS EI”FGRTANT To EETf:Llf” HALF-FINISHED SLEEVE OF STALE TEA
BOUNDARIES EARLY OTHERWISE THEY'D lSCUITS. HE DECLINED mOTH AND

TAUNT YOU BEFOR T Y COQUuULD LD
2 2l GRERSRE: THE <9 MRS A LOOKED AT THE OVEN GLOGK.

FORK .
T T e R L T N
"MAMA, YORE UGWEE." SHE IMAGINED i

"ARE YOU BUSY THESE ODAYSY YOU'RE
PROBABLY up TO YOUR NEGK WITH .
PEOPLE LIKE ME WHO CAN'T MOVE 4 =
GHAIR AMYMORE WITHOUT EIIISLOGAT[NI;‘
A KMEE. HA!" -

A W'

t}‘lM SAYING ONE DAY S0ON




POD BABY wy vasuman mansoorn

“ALL THESE NEED TO BE ASSEMBLED.
A CHUGKLE. INSTALLED. SOME M THE BATHROD
MEITHER oF THE#M SO0ME IN THE - WELL. ou'LL
VERY GON NCED BY
THE BESTURE.

SEE."

NMASSER PI ED UP ALL THE BOXES HE

couLo CARRY . NOMNE OF THE#M WERE
"80 . WHAT oo You NEED

PARTICULARLY HEAVY.
HELP WITH TODAY." MNASSER
ASKED HER.

ENDURIMNG HER ASININE
J % PRATTLING WOULD LIKELY BE
OF THIMNGS! LOTS TO L, . 5
i THE DAY'S ONLY LABOUR.
FOR STARTERS. HOW DO : I
YOU FEEL ABOUT BECOMING A 1
FATHER?" SHE REPLIED.

HE TOOK OUT A CARPENTER'S KMIFE
! TO OPEM THE FIRST BOX. RACHEL SAT
@ '0H. I'Mm ONLY KIDDING!" RACHEL i DOWN MEAR HIM.
SAID. "YQU'VE GOT YOUR WHOLE :
LIFE AHEA OF You. I OMLY JUST
HAD ®Y FIRST. WEL NOT THE
OLD-FASHIONED WAY. NOT THAT YoU
ASSUHMED I CcoULD. HA! WOULDN'T
THAT BE SOMETHING . 1
FLATTERED. REALLY - "

"WHAT'S IN THAT o ! OH RIGHT .
THE GRIP BAR. THAT'S FOR MY
EHOWER . WHO KMEW! 1 MEARL
SLIPPED THE OTHER DAY. THERE GOES
MY NEGCK! WOULDN'T THAT BE

b i SOMETHIMG. IT GCOULD HAPPEN ToO
"GOFFEE WOUuLD BE GREAT | vYou. RACHEL. I KEPT THINKING -
AGTUALLY." HE INTERRUPTED. WHAT A& JOKE! 80 WHERE ARE Youl]
FROM? = ME GUESS . MASBER .
Hid

"SURE! YES! HELP YOURSELF. AND LET{Y

FROM JORDAMN." HE TOLD HER.
LET #ME SHOW YOU WHAT YOU'RE DOING B

THERE'S REALLY NOT THAT ] : AV . A

MUCH . " 7 “JORDAN! TERRIBLE WHAT'S
? HAPPEMED.. THAT PRINGE OF YOQURS

JUST COULDN'T MANAGE. SOME PRIZE

HE TURNED OUT TO BE. YOU KNOW I

o RS - | READ THE ™MOST AWFUL STORY. THE
ED BACK TO THE FOYER TO ' P ey
: 2 : 2, ! DRUZE - JUST HORRIBLE HOW THEY'VE
OF UNOPENED PACKAGES AGAINST 4 :
h BEEN TREATED -"

y 3

HER EYES DRIFTED TO THE TEAR ON
HIS BEHIRT POGKET WHILE SHE
TALKED . SHE WONDERED IF HE'D
STEAL AMYTHING.




POD BABY sy yasaman mansoosn ONCE | SAW BIGFOOT IN A CLEARING DOWN BY THE RIVER
_ .. — o, - 4 ’ zid e S
, < g g, B __ b - o e '

Ll THE BABY STARTED CRYING AGAIN.
j N : : ; HE INSTALLED THE BAR AND LEFT ONE NUT
A = ) ‘ : i : LOOSER THAM HE GOULD HAVE. HE LIKED THE
NASSER  REMEMBERED  HIS ] THOUGHT OF HER WIDE-EYED PANIC EVERY
FATHER TELLING HIM THAT TIME SHE THOUGHT IT WOULDN'T HOLD.

WOMEN EVOLVED TO BE ;

=HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO THE - J b [ ]

S0UND OF A CRYING BABY. i - 2
h FEW MINMUTES LATER., THEY

1 b y WERE BOTH BACK IN THE
~ B P Y f LIVING ROOM. MNASSER WAS
MY"00 You NEED To go?” 1 i f e LY ASSEMBLING A  WMOUNT  OF

GORTS .

"0H THAT'S RIGHT - OF COURSE. '
HA! BURPING! MEVER ENDS DOES g g "You WERE SAYIMNG. ABOUT

IT. EVERY DAY. WHEN WILL THEY ° BABY?" HE ASKED.

FIGURE THAT ouT?”
8
O "YES! OH! WHY NOW? WHY MNOT: I ALWAYS WANTED ONE. IN A
"BABILES FIGURE our e ; [ FAR AWAY SORT OF WAY.. YOU KMNOW. ALWAYS WROTE "SOMEDAY"
BURPINGS IN MY ODATING PROFILES. TOOK [T DOWN WHEN [ HIT
: MENOPAUSE. HA! FELT A LITTLE SILLY WITH THE HOT FLASHES
AND ALL. IT WAS NEVER THE RIGHT TIME. UNTIL THERE
"oH. WA FUNNY: WHEN THEY'LL coMEe WASN'T ANY TIME. OR 80 I THOUGHT. THEN THE GLASS WOMBS
B 0T WITH A BABY BURPER. OF course: [l ARRIVED! MNOW THAT WAS PROGRESS. 'FREE THE UTERUS!" WE
Moy seews  Hisut  doNdiveRiNe. ) YELLED. THIS 18 BEFORE YOUR TIME. WE WERE BURNING
anT's THE POINT OF A FEEDER IF YoOuU COPIES OF "WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE EXPECTING." -
:STELL HAVE To MAKE SURE THev'RE ] THAT'S A BOOK. MY GIRLFRIENDS GORGED ON CURED MEATS AND
¥ CURPED AFTER? GAN'T BE SAFE. PEOPLE GULPED DOWN MARTINIS WHILE THEIR BABIES GREW FIVE
FORGET THINGS® WHAT ABOUT THE BLOCKS DOWN THE STREET . IMAGINE THAT! HA! SENT THEIR
J WHO FORGET THIMNGS?" EMAILS WITHOUT A CARE. IT WAS A MIRACLE! MOTHING COULD
STOP US ANYMORE."
e
"THAT S0UNDS VERY EXCITING.
¥YOU ARE NOT SCARED?"™

He 4 ; 3 You CONSIDERED JOURMALISM ScHoOOLY YOU'RE A

’ HA! I MIGHT BE ABLE TO PULL SOME STRINGS

"THAT'S A GREAT OQUESTION. THANK YOU. : FOR YOU. MASSER! MAYBE YOU COULD WRITE ABOUT THE
MASSER! HOW INTERESTING! I'LL BE SURE DRUZE! NOW WOULDN'T THAT BE SOMETHING! RIGHT = LET'S

7O TELL ‘voll. BABY 'GALLSE HAL T'LL : SEE WHAT YOU GAN DO ABOUT THIS CONTRAPTION SHALL WE?"
LEAVE Yyou TO THE @GRAB BAR. OH. FOR

THE BATHROOM! DOWN THE HALL. SECOND : - L A e AEEEELEE

P
" -

RIGHT . *ﬁﬁaﬁ THEY MADE THEIR WAY TO THE NURSERY. THERE WERE
2 HORRIBLE SOUNDS. NASSER WINCED. RACHEL MOTIONED

e,
THE VOLUME LOWER.

P =E R TTTm W) L - oW 1TTr
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IT? 1 THIMK IT'S AWFUL!
STIMULATE GREY WMATTER.
ASK ME! I BROUGHT IN AN
CESIGNER FOR THE ROGHM. CAME
RECOMMEMNDED ! WHAT A THRILL WORKING
HI#s. BE CAREFUL WITH AMNYTHING OM A
SURFACE. UH-UH = WATGH THOSE
NMASSER! JUST KIDDING! BUT REALLY.
MORE EXPEMSIVE THAN IT LOOKS. ISN'T
NOW? WE DON'T WANT ANYTHING BREAKING

ALY

MASBSER SBSET DOWN THE WMOUNT
@WHILE RACHEL ADMIRED A

"DO YOU LIKE
SUPPOSED TO

VLADIMIR #IKA VASE ON THE
TABLE.

= % e =

I'ISM'T IT BEAUTIFUL?" SHE SAID." AND

f GLASS OCIRCLE IM THE WMIDDLE! GHARLIE.

‘ BOECORATOR. GALLED THEM WIDE EYES.
PORTALS. THEY FORM ONLY IN THE #MOST

MECONDITIONS. AND. WELL - HMM. THEY DON'T

BELLY BUTTOMS. PRISTINE. HE DOESN'T HAVE

THE BABY. I MEAM. NOT A REAL ONE. THEY

THE OPENING SHUT WHEN THEY'RE READY TO

OUT ©OF THE PODS. LIKE THEY CAME

EPACE. NO BEGINNING OR END.
BN

NASSER
ESTOMACH
WARNING

DIDN'T  MOVE. HIS
TURNED . LIKE A
FLARE .
= i e
THE BABY GOOED. HE WAS ANGELIC AND
W ALTEN ALL AT ONGE. HIS EYES WERE
' [XED ON HIS MOTHER'S FACE. TRYING
TO UNDERSTAND . RACHEL LOOSED THE““
-CLASPS OF THE SLEEPSUIT AROUND HISI
STOMAGH - ﬁ
‘ AN TR S i d W w N _‘-;
"SEE MNASSER?" SHE SAID. "NOTHING."J
RACHEL RAN HER THUMB OVER A FADED
SCAR WHERE A MNAVAL SHOULD BE THEN
COVERED IT UP AGAIN.
O 3 - TR

MABSER STARED AT
“N HAD BEGUN TO RING.

THE BABY. HIS EARS

IT'8
DON'T
ECTO-ORIENTED
HIGHLY
WITH
FLAT
ELBOWS
IT'S WmUGH
IT
oo

THAT
THE

LIKE §
PERFEGCT

HAVE
ONE .
FUSE
COME

THROUGH
N0 CENTURIES-0OLD

3)
=

BACK IN 2023 YOUR MOM WAS A WITCH
; 4 T . -

HE WALKED TO THE BATHROOM AND
GLOSED THE DOOR BEHIMD HIM. THE
GRIP BAR SHONE N THE LIGHT.
TAUNTING THE ROOM LIKE THE
BLIGHT IT WAS.

A PRICKLY HOT RUSH OF SWEAT SOAKED
ALL AT ONMNGCE. IT DRIPPED INTO HIS
AND BURMNED LIKE TURMNED SULPHUR .
TURNED OMN THE BATHROOM FAUCET WITH
HAND AND WITH THE OTHER RUBBED HIS
AND THUMB FINGERS INTO EITHER CORMNERS

B TR

MASSER IMHERITED THE POSITION
ASSUMED IT AS HE WASHED HIS
BEFORE PRAYERS.

FROM

MASSER WaS BAGK LM AMM AN .
: CROUCHING OQUTSIODE THE BATHROOM AS
H1IS FATHER GLEANSED FOR RAMADAN.
HE WAS TOO YOUNGE TO FAST THIS
YEAR. "MAYBE NEXT YEAR." HIS
FATHER HAD TOLD HIM. THE RADIO
PLAYED FAIRUZ BETWEEM CALLS ToO
PRAYER. MASSER LOVED FAIRUZ.

B i

HE WIPED HIS FACE.
HE TOC DO? RESCUE EVERY WRETCH?
MURSERY. SHE WAS MNO LOMNGER THERE.
HIS CRIB. MNASSER PUT A HAMD UNDER
AND THE OTHER BEMEATH HIS TINY BACGK
HIwM TOWARD HIS CHEST.
HIM.

GATHERED HIMSELF.

MASBER
EYES ©

HE

OMNE
INDEX

OF

i

HIS FATHER

BUT WHAT WAS
HE RETURNED TO THE
THE BABY WAS IN
THE BABY'S MNECK

AND SCOOPED

LIKE HIS MOTHER HAD TAUGHT

WHO

FAGE DURING WUZU ABLUTION
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TN

~ - —
"l SEE." NASSER NODODED,.
AND ANGRY .

"WHOSE BLOOD FILLS THIS BODY?" HE WHISPERED FOREARMS TaAUT
IN ARABIC. THE BABY LOOKED AT HIM WITH THE
SAME LOST GAZE AS BEFCORE . HE HAD NO

ANSWERS TO GIVE HIM.

HIS

"YES! ANY MORE QUESTIOMNS

b e L
*' . LI BEFORE THIS GOES TO PRESS? b
"MASSER! MASSER! HELLO? Hat" .
; THE BOXES ! 01O You
FORBET? THEY WON'T OFEN = & .
HA "

i N . P o
. ' . o L R . - S,
o b e m® e THBh wme " 6 3
NASSER PLACED THE BABY BAGK [N HIS CRIB ANOD LET'S HEAR IT! WHILE I STILL CAN!" SHE 8AtD. W
f g LEFT THE ROOM. o - - %
: ; . - ¢
. - ¥ s 8 .0, "WERE YOU SCARED? ARE YOU SCARED, I MEAN?"
% "THERE YOU ARE' ENJOYING - -

%vouasur? HURRY PLEASE !
THERE'S LOTS MORE TO DO!'!"

S

"SCARED OF WHAT?"

-
& RACHEL
WEAKER.

T T P e
OOKED DIFFERENT. SMALLER.

SEsto
R

"BECOMING A MOTHER AT YOUR AGE.

- o 1 4 . ] . -y _ .

1 Eia - Ba ST @ . . . z i g
"OH! HA! FORGOT ABOUT [T! SEE WHAT *
1 MEANT WE'LL HAVE TO GO BAGK

LATER. THE BABY 1§ SLEEPING YOU
KNOW!"

"MY AGE? BY MYSELFY HMA! WHAT'S THERE TO BE
SCARED OFY THERE'S FEEDERS., AMD SCREENS.
ANMD NAGBSERS TO PUT up My SHELVES.
EVERYTHIMNG 1 NEED COMES SBSTRAIGHT TO MY
DOOR . I'VE GOT A PULSE HAVEN'T 17 L'
ASSUMING YOU MEAN WITHOUT 4 ®MAM. LET THE
JOKE ABOUT BEIMG A FATHER GET TOC YOUR
HEAD DID YOU? IMAGIME THAT. YOU'RE ALL THE
SAME AREN'T YOUT? CAN'T LET A WOMAN CRACK AN
EGG WITHOUT BUTTING YOUR HEAD IN AND
TRYING TO TELL HER WHAT TO DO. IF IT WAS f
50 WROMG WHY WOULD I BE ALLOWED TO DO IT?
[ 3] You THINK ABOUT THAT? HE HAS
EVERYTHING HE GOULD WANT. HE'S PROBABLY
OREAMING ABOUT HOW HAPPY HE IS RIGHT MOW."

A | B EERECRY -  PERTTER
SHE WAS SHAKING NOW.
T

b P

"THE BABY? OH! HOW WOULD I KNOWY
HE HASN'T TOLD #E YET! HA! NO OME
DECENT MNAMES THEIR OWNM BABIES
AMYMORE ., MNASSER. YOU KNOW THAT.
WHO ARE WE TO TELL THEM WHAT
THEY SHOULD BE CALLED? AGEMNGCY .
00 YOU KNOW IT? THEY'RE THEIR OWN
PEOPLE AND EAGCH PERSOMN SHOULD
HAVE THE RIGHT CHOOSE FOR
THEMBELVES ."

"IN FAGT., [ THINK THAT'S QUITE ENOUGH FOR
TODAY . LET'S SEE WHAT YOU'VE DOME WITH
THAT BAR AND YOU CAN BE ON YOUR WAY. AND
YOU CAMN FORGET ABOUT JOURNALISM SCHOOL."

TO

i I



POD BABY sy yasaman mansoorn GRANDMA DOESN'T FUCK AROUND

THEY WALKED TO HER BATHROOM, BHE
OUTSIDE THE TUus AND GRIPPED THE
TESTING IT.

"THIS I8 LOOSE! GO

FIGURE. CAN'T DO AMYTHING

RIGHT. GAN YOU?Z"

IS |

SHE DROPPED HER HAND
THROUGH THE MIRROR.

b/
"FIX IT MOW AND GET OUT OF
HOUSE ."

HE PAUSED NO LOMNGER THAMN A
BREATH AND LUNGED AT HER
WHISPERY FRAME. HE SHMASHED
HER HEAD AGAINST THE BAR.
DOING HIS BEST TO CRUSH HER
SKULL IMN TWO IN ONE G0. SHE
WENT LIMP IN AN INSTANT.
THE B8LOOD POURED DOWM HER
HEAD. HE LET HER BODY FALL g
INTO THE FORCELAIN BASI

A'HE BABY WAS CRYING MNOW.
ASBER WALKED INTO THE
URSERY

WHAT WAS HE TO DO MNOW? RAISE A CHILD? AND |
WITH WHAT MOMEY? WITH HIS WHOLE LIFE AHEAD
OF HIM? BEFORE HE HAD FIGURED ANYTHING OQUT
WHAT IF HE WOULDN'T BE A 600D FATHER? WHAT
B\ 'PAIN WOULD HE PASS ON TO THIS TINY PERSON?
ANO INTO A WORLD LIKE THIS? S§0 CRUEL AND
UGLY? 80 FILLED WITH DESPAIR AND HATRED?
ARARRASNY 1t P94 40 5P ;

.I.Il

NO. THIS WAS MNOT HIS To

BEAR. NOT YET. HE WABN'T

READY

Il Sy
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WALL STREET
GOMNNA MAKE MONEY
OFF THE GOMING
ROASTIE APOCALYPSE.
SINGLE WOMEN WITH
NGO KIDS WILL BE THE
FUTURE MARKET YET
TO BE TAPPED.

CREDIT CARDS WITH
REWARD POINTS oM
RESY AND BUMBLE AND
F NETFLIX, REGIONAL
FLIGHT TRIPS FOR
i CRONES AMND HAGS WHO
HMADE TRAVELING
| THEIR PERSOMALITY.

OMNE REASON 15
THEY'RE PLANNING ON
A WOMEN MAKING MORE
N voNEY S0 THEY'LL
l CHARGE HUGE RATES
FOR. S5AY. A BEVMO
ROSE MEMBERSHIP.

I'LL BPARE YOU WHAT
I EXPRESSED ABOUT
THIS N ISSUE ¥4
BUT AS OF THIS

BEING PUBLISHED
ABOUT HALF oF THE
\NORDS FRINTED TODAY
ENTERTALMN AND

PERPETUATE ESOTERIC
SPINSTERISH.



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF VICTOR KRAKAUSKI wy michac: van core:

I WAS REGENTLY APPROAGHED BY AN ; WITH THE FALL OF GCOMMUNISM I[N 1988,
ELDERLY WAN WHILE MWAITING FOR A j } VIGTOR AND HIS FAMILY SEIZED THE
TRAIN. INITIALLY, I EXPEGCTED HIM TO 3 ji OFPPORTUNITY TO GO TO GERMANY .
BE A HOMELESS AN SEEKING SPARE . 3 THAMKFULLY, THE PRESENGCE OF RELATIVES
CHANGE . HOWEVER., MY ASSUMPTION WAS 4 MADE THE PROCESS RELATIVELY SMOO0TH. AS
QUICKLY PROVEMN WROMG WHEN HE BEGANM IT WAS PERGCEIVED AS 'y HOMECOMING
RECOUMNTING AN INCIDENT WHERE HE i X RATHER THAN MIGRATION. HE FOUND WORK
HELPED A WOMAN WITH EXCESSIVE y AS A PACKAGE INSPECTOR FOR A LARGE
LUGGAGE BOARD THE TRAIN. IMPRESSED § : SHIPPING COMPANY. SIMCE GERMANY DIOD
BY HIS ACT OF GOOD CITIZENSHIP. I e ' : MOT REGOGNIZE HIS UNIVERSITY DEGREE.
APPLAUDED HIS KINONESS. UNKNOWINGLY 4 % ; HIS TWO SONS STUDIED IM GERMANY BUT
SETTING THE STAGE FOR A THREE-HOUR & 4, STRUGGLED ACADEMICALLY. FREQUENTLY
CONVERSATION. A8 IT TURMED OUT. HE : : INDULBING IN CANNABIS USE THAT LEFT
WASN'T REALLY INTERESTED IM ME AT i ; THEM COMPLACENT AND UNPRODUGTIVE.
ALL. THE OLD #MAN'S NAME WAS VICTOR . VIGTOR EVEN ATTEMPTED TO JOIN HIS SON
KRAKAUSKI AND PROCEEDED TO TELL HME i z IN SHMOKIME CANMABIS. BUT HE FOUND NO
HIS ENTIRE LIFE STORY. AND SINCE I 4 PLEASURE IN DOING SO. INSTEAD. HE
GOT TO KMOW HIM. NOW YOU #MUST KNOW : ADVISED HIS SOMN THAT A SHOT OF VODKA
HIM TOO. 3 WOULD BE A BETTER WAY TO UNWIND.

VIGTOR WAS BORM IN 1858 [N KYRGYZSTAM. A PART OF THE

e RN
SOVIET UNIOMN AT THE TIME. HIS FAMILY MHAILED FROM & ;
GERMAM HERITAGE AMD OPERATED A SMALL NIMNEYARD IN ; wnv T“E “Ell ARE ,
KYRGYZSTAMN. FEARING THE OPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM AS " « .
LAND AND BUSINESS OWMERS. MANY OF HIS FAMILY MEMBERS a +
AND FELLOW TOWNSFOLK FLED BAGK TO GERMANY. THE MAYOR '0“ TEllII“G “E T“Is-

0F THEIR VILLAGE AS WELL AS OTHER CIVIL SERVANTS WERE
SHOT AT THE BORDER DUE TO THEIR POLITIGAL TIES. WHILE F =
S0ME oF HI& FAMILY RECOMNECTED WITH THEIR GERMAN _ 3 3 o
ROOTS. VICTOR STAYED BEHIMD. JOINIMG THE RED ARMY AND = DESPITE BEIMNG CONSTAMNTLY LABELED AS A
PURSUING STUDIES IMN AGRICULTURE. HE FINISHED 20TH 1IN RUSSTIAN IN VARIOUS SO0CTAL SETTINGS.
HIS CLASS. AND WAS ASSIGNED A JO0B IN A SMALL VILLAGE VICTOR TOOK SOLACE IN THE FACT THAT
THAT FAILED TO BRING HIM MUCH JOY. MNEVERTHELESS. HE HIS SONS EMBRACED THEIR HERITAGE .
GRADUALLY AGGCUMULATED A SMALL FARM. A CAR., AND EVEN HOWEVER. LIFE IN GERMANY WAS NOT
GEMERATED EXTRA INCOME FROM WINEMAKING. HE ALSO GOT R WITHOUT ITS CHALLENGES . HIS
MARRIED AND PROMISED HIS WIFE THAT ONE DAY THEY WOULD F KYRGYZSTANI WIFE STRUGGLED TO ADJUST,.
MOVE TO GERMANY, WHERE HE HAD A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF PARTIGULARLY DUE TO THEIR CONFINED
RELATIVES . VICTOR MAMED HIS THO SONS MARTIM AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS IN AN APARTHMENT
RUDOLF. DELIBERATELY GIVING THEM VERY GERMAN NAMES TO s WITHOUT AMY LAND OR BUSIMNESS TO THEIR
ENSURE THEY WOULDN'T BE MISTAKERN FOR RUSSTANS IN A : NAME . EVENTUALLY . SHE RETURMNED TO
GERMANY . ] i 4 KYRGYZSBTAN WITH ONE OF THEIR SBONS.
: WHERE SHE PASSED AWAY IN HER LATE 5085.
. VIGTOR GCHOSE TO REMALIN InN GERMANY .
PURCHASING THE SMALL APARTHMENT THEY
;HM'J RESIDED [M. A DECISION HE REGARDS
AS 'THE BEST ONE HE EVER MADE.'




THE LIFE AND TIMES OF VICTOR KRAKAUSKI 5y menaet van corer

AS OF 2023, VICTOR KRAKAUSKI FINDS HIMSBELF IM THE ™IDST OF
RETIREMEMNT. GRAFPPLING WITH THE CHALLENGES OF ADJUSTING TO 8
AN ABUNDANCE OF FREE TIME. ESTRANGED FROM HIS SOMNS AND §
WITHOUT A WIFE. HE LAMENTS THE ABSENGE OF COMPANIONSHIP AND
SOMECONE TO SHARE HIS THOUGHTS WITH. HE ALSO FACED A REGENT
HEALTH BETBACK—-A STROKE CAUBED BY THE REMOVAL OF A SEVERELY
s CLOGGED MNECK ARTERY., LEAVING A PROMINENT SCAR ON HIB MNECK. §
PARALYZED OMN HIS RIGHT SIDE. HE ENCOUMTERED CONSIDERABLE
DIFFICULTIES WITH MOBILITY. IN GERMAMNY . H1IS DOCTOR
CELIVERED A ODISHEARTENING PROGNOSIS. IMNFORMING HIM THAT THE
CHANCES OF RECOVERY WERE SLIM AND THAT HE SHOULD AGCCEFT HIGS§
GONDITIOM. HOWEVER. HARBORING DOUBTS ABOUT GERMAN DOGCTORS.
HE REACHED QUT TO AN OLD COMRADE FROM THE RED ARMY. WHO
RECOMMENDED A TRADITIOMNAL HEALER IM SIBERIA.

e

| ToO HIS SURPRISE,. VICTOR'S ARMY FRIEND HAD AGCHIEVED
GREAT SUCCESS IN THE AFTERMATH OF COMMUNTISM AND
GRACIQUSLY ARRAMNGED AND FINANCED HIS TRIP TO SIBERIA
FOR A4 TRADITIOMAL TREATHWMENT ENGOMPASSING HERBAL TEAS.

Al

"'

ACUPUNGTURE . PRAYER. AND MEDITATION. ALTHOUGH
INITIALLY SKEPTIGAL. VICTOR. WITH MNOTHIMG TO LOSE.
. EMBARKED oN THIS UNEXFECTED JOURMEY . TO HIS

ASTONISHMENT. THE TREATHMENT PROVED EFFECTIVE.
: RESTORING HIS RIGHT SIDE TO [TS FORMER FUNGTIOMALITY.
"  NOMETHELESS. THE ONGOING NEED TO VISIT THE
TRADITIONAL HEALER POSES A FIMANCIAL BURDEN ON HIS
MODEST PEMSION. ADDITIOMALLY. HE MUST UNDERTAKE ANNUAL
TRAVELS ACROSS GERMANY TO REMEW HIS VISA. WHIGH I8
HOW I CROSSED PATHS WITH HIM. THESE VOYAGES STRAIN
HIS FIMAMNCES. BUT VICTOR COUMTS HIMSELF FORTUNATE TO
HAVE HIS LOYAL O©OLD RED ARMY BUDDY WHO CONTINUES TO

:OFFER ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT. '

W VTN A A YY)

" COMMENTING ] CURRENT POLITIGAL MATTERS, VIGTOR
- ARDENTLY EXPRESSES HIS BELIEF THAT "ALL THIS DEMOCRACY |
I

-_ANB HUMAN RIGHTS BTUFF [5 THE SAME AS THE NOMNSENSE WE
ENDURED IM THE SOVIET UMION." HE DISMISSES THE WAR 1IN
UKRAINE AS A SHAM ANMD ADAMAMNTLY INSISTS THAT HE COULD
MEVER DEVELOPF ANY ROMANTIC OR SEXUAL INTEREST N
ANOTHER #AN.

START HAVING BABIES
YOU ARE ALREADY 30!




"MOT EVERY GBLACK ™MAN I8 A MNIGGER AND
NOT EVERY GAY I[85 A FAGGOT. BUT THERE
ARE PLENTY OF WHITE NMIGGERS AND
§ PLENTY OF STRAIGHT FAGGOTS AND
INSTEAD OF DEALING WITH THE
UNDERLYING [SSUES IT'S EASIER TO JUST
MORMALIZE BAD BEHAVIOR."

50 SAYS ENKI. HUSBAND OF

" o ¢

et

F d

E

EARTH.



Slf Bﬂﬂﬂffﬂfﬂﬂﬂf (BY WILLIAM) Kill .'EM ALl!

AS IT HAS BEGOME VERY COMMON TO CHASTISE THE BOOMERS,
ESPECIALLY THE YOUNGER BOOMERS FOR THEIR RITUAL SACRIFICE
OF WESTERMN HEGEMOMNY. I FEEL IT [§ IMPORTANT TO POINT OQUT
WHAT I5 PERHAPS THEIR GREATEST OFFENCE. THEIR DISRESPECT OF
THE BILENT GEMNERATION AMD GREATEST GEMERATION. A4S SOWMEONE

ONE OF MY FAVORITE EXAMPLES OF THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENGCES

WHO HAS. FOR ™Y ENTIRE LIFE. BEEN A STAUNGH SUPPORTER OF i e TG RE i wnkiiein SaNche T R
RESFEOTING: “FHE ELRERLY, = QOWING T4 WY GLOYENERS T0, ‘MY BOOMER [8 I[N THE GCOMPARISON OF J. R. R. TOLKIEN. BORN
GRANDFATHERS WHO WERE BOTH GREATEST GENERATION - I SBEE THE

SLIGHTLY BEFORE THE GREATEST GENERATION. TO GEORGE R. R.
MARTIN, A BOOMER. TOLKIEN HAD., WHILE STILL A VERY YOUNG
"MAN. DELAYED HIS RECRUITWMEMNT INTO THE FIRST WORLD WAR, THEN
GALLED THE GREAT WAR. ON A DEFERMENT ALLOWING HIM TO FINISH
HIS EDUGCATION FIRST. SUCH A8 TO EARN A COMMISSION AS A
JUNIOR OFFIGCER. REGEIVING HIS COMMISSION, THE YOUNG
PROFESSOR BECAME SECOMND LIEUTENANT IN THE LAMCGASHIRE
FUSILIERS. AN INFANTRY BATTALION WHIGH FOUGHT IN THE
TRENGCHES OF THE SOMME. ONE OF THE BLOODIEST BATTLES IN
HUMAN HISTORY. THE BRITISH LOST NEARLY SIXTY-THOUSAND WEN
IN JUST OME DAY. RETURNIMNG HOME FROM THE WAR. AND RETURNING
TO HIS WRITINGS AMD HIS STUDIES. TOLKIEN REMAINED HOPEFUL
FOR HUMANITY'S FUTURE. STILL HOLDING A BTROMG FALTH IN GOD
AND #ANM. OESPITE HAVING SEEM THE HORRORS OF THE WAR UP
GLOSE . WRITIMNG THE STORIES OF MIDDLE-EARTH. TOLKIEN
IMPARTED THE ™MORALS O©OF BROTHERLY-LOVE. ™MORAL PERFECTION.

AND HEROISM A8 THE GREAT POWERS THAT LET EVEN OME. &0 SMALL!

GREATEST CRIME THE BOOMER COMMITS A5 HAVING DISRESPECTED.
/SPIT N, AND SHAT ALL OVER THE DREAMS OF THEIR
" PREDECESSORS. THE BOOMER I[MHERITED A GOLDEM AGE BUILT ON

THE BAGKS OF MEM WHO HAD. WHEN THEY WERE BUT BOYS. FOUGHT
/ IN & WAR THE SCALE OF WHIGH WAS INGOMPARABLE TO ANY OTHER
(COI‘H'LIGT SEEN IM HISTORY. YET EMERGED FAITHFUL AND STILL

FULL ©OF HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. THE BOOMER HAD EVERYTHING.

BEING GIVEN IT DIREGTLY FROM THE HANDS oF THE BREATEST
aGENEﬂATION. AND THEY HAD WNEITHER RESPECT MNOR APPRECIATION

FOR IT. THEY DID MNOT RESPECT THEIR ELDERS. AMD AS SUGCH.
’}'HEY ARE IN TURM DISRESPECTED THEMSELVES.

/

A5 A LITTLE HOBBIT. AFFECT THE WORLD S0 GREATLY. CONTRAST
TOLKIEN'S EPIC OLIVE BRANGH oF THE PRE-GHRISTIAMN AND
CHRISTIAM EUROPEAN WORLDS WITH THE BITTERMNESS OF MARTIN'S
STILL - AND LIKELY ETERMALLY - UNFINISHED SERIES. A SONG OF
ICE AND FIRE. MARTIN. WHO AVOIDED THE VIETNAM DRAFT AS A
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJEGCTOR. WHO NEVER SAW THE HORRORS OF WAR.
WHO MNEVER FOUGHT A DAY FOR SOMETHING HE BELIEVED IN. AND
WHO MNEVER KMEW THE HARDSHIPS OF TRULY BEING A “MAMN. DECIDED
TO WRITE HIS SERIES AS A REBUTTAL OF THE HOPEFULMESS AMND
LIBHT OF TOLKIEN'S WORKS. ATMING TO CREATE A WORK THAT
CYNICALLY DECONSTRUCTS THE CLASSIC ELEMENTS OF FANTASY 1IN
WHAT GOMES AGCROSS ONLY AS AN EXCESSIVELY MEAM SPIRITED AND
CHILDISH PROTEST ABATINST WHAT I8 600D AND PURE IN THE
WORLD. 1T I8 REALLY QUITE TELLING THAT WHILE TOLKIEN.
DECADES AFTER HIS DEATH. IS STILL LOVED AND HIS WORKS STILL
CHERISHED BY COUNTLESS WMEMN AND WOMEN ACROSS THE WORLD.
MARTIN'S MAME WILL ALL BUT CERTAIMLY FADE INTO OBSCURITY
FOLLOWING HIS DEATH HAVING MNEVER FINISHED HIS LIFE'S WORK
AMND SOLD OQUT ALL HIS TIME FOR MONEY WHICH MO HEIRS WILL
INHERIT.



SIE BOOMERFRAGE (BY WILLIAN)

T

IM THE OICHOTOMY OF TOLKIEN
AND MARTIN WE SEE THE HOPE.
DESFITE HARDSHIP. oF THE
TRUE MEN THE OLDER
GENERATIONS . ELDERS WHO
WERE WORTHY OF GREAT
RESFPECT, AND WE THE
CYNICISM. DESPITE A LIFE OF
COMPARATIVE EASE. oF THE
LESSER, FATTER. SOFTER M™EN
WHO SUCCEEDED THEW. LET US
NOT BE., THEN . WEAK , SOFT,
AND BITTER MEN. BUT LET US
PUSH OURSELVES, ENDURE
HARDSHIP., AND STILL REMAIN
FAITHFUL IN WHAT IS GOOD.
IT I& FAR TOO EASY. I FIND.
TO GROW BITTER AND CYMNICAL
AT THE WORLD., BITTER AT THE
BOOMERS WHO HAVE. IN TRUTH.
DONE WNEARLY ALL THEY GOULD
TO DESTROY OUR FUTURE. THIS
[§. OF GOURSE. THE WMATURAL
REACTION TO THE SOCIAL
CONTAGION oF NIHILISHM,
WHICH SPREADS AS AN
INFECTION OF THE SOUL AND
CORRUPTION oF THE MIND .
NMEVERTHELESS ., WE CANNOT
SUBMIT TO THESE DARK FORGES
THE BOOMER HAS BROUGHT UPON
OUR WORLD. TO OO SO OMLY
PROVES THE MARTINS OF THE
WORLD RIGHT. THAT THE WORLD
I8 A TRULY CYNICAL PLACGE,
THAT GOODNESS DOES NOT
TRIUMPH IN THE END-OF-ENDS.
1T 18 FAITH. HOWEVER . IN
THAT GooD WHICGH MUST
[INSPIRE US TO BE THE BETTER
MEN AND TO BUILD BETTER
TIMES FOR OUR oWN
DESCENDANTS .

oF
THE

SEE
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BABHA Bﬂlf (BY ROMAN D'AMBROSIO)

“{AN OLD MNURSING HOME. A YOUNG #MAN
LIGHTS A BIRTHDAY CANDLE ON A CAKE
FOR AN OLD MAN IMN A WHEELGHAIR.)

Ay N

HAPPY BIRTHDAY GRANDPA!
WELL ... THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

I HOPE THIS 18 MY LAST.

DON'T SAY THIMGS LIKE THAT.

I GIVE YOU A NICE GIFT AND
YOU SAY THINGS LIKE THAT. You
GIVE EVERYOMNE A REASON TO
ROLL IN THEIR GRAVES.

I'™ 84. [ THOUGHT THERE WOULD
BE MORE PEOFLE AROUND.

YOU HAVE SOME PEOPLE. MOM
DOESN'T LIKE YOU BUT YOU €OT
S0ME PECOPLE HERE. DO THEY
TALK TOD YOU HERE?

A COUPLE OF SQUATAMALANS COME
AROUND. THEY WORK THE GARDEM.
I HAD THE#M PUT SOWME
CARMATIONS OQUTSIDE MY WINDOW.
THAT'S NICE. I WALKED AROUND
BEFORE COMIMNG IN. YOU GOT A
NIGCE GARDEM HERE.

MARY IMN HER GARDEN GROW. LIFE
OF SHIME AMND EASE. PICKIMNG
FLOWERS IM THE SUM. AMONG THE
DAISY AND PEAS.

IT'S LAVENDER AND PEAS.

| WANT LIVERS AND ONION!

SHE SITS AMONG THE LAVENDER
AND PEAS. THAT'S HOW THAT

JOKE IS5 SUPPOSED TO 680O0.

OH T DON'T KNOW WHATEVER i
BULLSHIT RIDDLE IT I&. THINK I |§
REMEMBER ANYTHING WITH THESE
PILLS?

ALRIGHT PA JUST DROP IT.

IT WASN'T LIKE THIS IN THE
ARMY. IN THE ARMY WE JUST
GARED ABOUT NOT STARVING.

OH SHUT UP, THAT WASN'T WHAT
THE ARMY WAS LIKE.

NO BUT [T GOULD'VE! WE WERE
GLOSE TO DEATH.

I"VE BEEN GLOSE TO DEATH. YOU
WERE A SPY. AND NOT EVEN A
GOOD OMNE.

THAT'S NOT TRUE WE WON THE
COLD WAR BEGAUSE OF ME.

WE WON THE COLD WAR BECAUSE
COMMUNISM FAILED. IT WAS GONMA
HAPPEM ANYWAY. YOU DIDN'T DO
ANYTHING .

Les/ANYY///2N

PA.

IT WAS BEGAUSE OF #™E. WENT TO RUSSIA
ELEVEN TIMES. WENT TO JERUSALEM BSIXTEENM.
YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPEMNED TO THE ISRAELI ARMS
DEALERS? THEY ALL LIVE InN PHILADELPHIA
NOW. [ CAN'T MAKE BEMNSE OF IT. WELL [ WMEAN

I CAN. PENNSYLVANMNIA I5 A BEAUTIFUL STATE. F
THOUGH THE FEOFPLE ARE ROTTEMN . You MIX ';’
QUAKER WITH SHAKER AND ALL YOU GET 18
JAGCKASSE. IT 18 BEAUTIFUL. LUSH WITH GREEN.
WITH FORESTS. THIS BIG STATE NO OME TALKS
ABOUT . You KNOW. MOST AMERICANS DON'T
BELIEVE IN CGLIMATE GHANGE BECAUSE THEY'VE
PROBABLY DRIVEM THROUGH PEMMNSYLWVAMIA. You {
DRIVE ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND IT'S GREEN
AND MICE . IF PENMNSYLVANIA WAS IN EUROPE
THERE'D BE #ILLIONS DEAD FIGHTIMNG OVER




Bﬂﬂ" Bl (BY ROMAN DAMBROSIO)

3? iy
s
SON .

MATLOCK! | WANNA WATCH MATLOCK!
2 il P X

. W | fi
FRLSL L 1 il il (] it/

WHATEVER .

PA. THE LAND IS HERE. IT'S THE MINDS THAT ARE
MELTING. AND THE MEW STUFF RISING? THIS CAMPUS
CRAP? WHAT AN HONOR IT WOULD BE TO SEE IT FALL
OFF THE FAGE OF THE EARTH. 1 DOUBT WE'LL BE S0
LUGKY !

GRANDPA T WANTED TO COME AND TALK ABOUT THE WAR.
WAR? WHO CARES ABOUT WAR? IT'S FREEDOM THAT
MATTERS .

WHAT?

YOU KNOW WHAT FREEDOM [57 FREEDOM IS HOW FREE
YOUR EMNEMY IS. DON'T FORGET THAT.

OKAY...I DON'T KMOW WHERE THIS RUSH REVERE TRUE
BLUE PATRIOT SHIT IS5 COMING FROM, BUT IT'S NOT
FROM THE SAME MAN WHO TAUGHT ME HOW TO SHOOT
FIREWATER OFF A BARREL IN ALASKA

YOU WANT TO BE A GAPTAIN? WHY DON'T YOU GO BACK
TO AFGHANISTAM?

THAT WAS SEVEN YEARS AGO. ["#W IMN SCHOOL NOW.

WHAT SCHOOL?

LAW SCHOOL. IMN MASHVILLE.

OH. GODBLESS. IT'S EASIER TO IMAGINE YOU IMN UNION
THAN OM A COLLEGE CAMPUS.

THEY HAND CQUT THESE LEFTIST FLYERS ON CAMPUS.
"HOW DO WE BRING BLACK AND WHITE WORKERS
TOGETHER? HOW DO WE BRING RED AMD YELLOW WORKERS
TOGETHER?" 4 h
YOU CAN'T MAKE ANY OF THAT SHIT WORK. I KNOW. 1 i & 3 | M son.

AND I CAN'T ACTUALLY PARTY LIKE AT A REAL

WAS IN RECOMNAISSANGCE. ALL THE SHMART JEWS S COLLEGE. I‘'M THERE TO STUDY. NOT FOR FUMN.
CONTROLLED THE SOVIET UNION. IF THEY COULDN'T L e PA WELL WHY DON'T YOU JOIN A GLUB?

MAKE [T WORK. YOU CAN'T MAKE IT WORK. Iﬁ. wg ', BON MAYBE. AA CGURES ALGOHOLISM. IT DIDN'T HELF MY
I'M NOT A LEFTIST, I DON'T CARE ABOUT THAT GRAP. g OTHER PROBLEMS.

1
I'M TRYING TO MAKE A CAREER. l{& apn

IMPRESSIVE CAREERS ARE FOR LOSERS. I THOUGHT YoUu ‘;gﬁ S50M.
WOULD'VE LEARMED THAT BY NOW. |
WELL WHAT I DID STOPPED BEING FUMN. AND [F YOU'RE

MY FIRST WIFE MET HER GURREMNT HUSBANMD I[N AA.
BEFORE GRAMDMAT

MO, [T WAS AFTER THAT.

BREE AMND I WMET IN AA.

NOT HAVIMNG FUMN THEMN IT DOESN'T REALLY COUNT DOES S PA. AH YESB. HER. SHE'S GOT THAT HORRIBLE DISEASE.
173 HER ASS LOOKS EXACTLY LIKE HER FAGE!
MO IT DOESN'T SOM. COME ON.

PA. SHE'S DIRTY AND SHE LOOKS LIKE A TRANSVESTITE.

50N .

YOU OMLY MET OMNGE!




BACHA BAZI sy roman o:amsrosior YOU NEED TO SPEAK UP!

PA. BREE WHAT A DISGUSTIMNG NAME. LIKE A CHEESE. I BET
SHE SHMELLS.

SOM. SHE DID S#ELL. 1 SHOULD'VE LISTENED TO YOU ABOUT
HER. WOMEN WILL DISCRIMINATE OVER WHO
THEY SLEEP WITH. BUT THEY'LL MARRY ANYBODY.

PA. I KNEW A HOMEWREGKER IM THE ARMY. BIG ARMS. cOULD
BARELY MOVE HE WAS 50 MUSCLEBOUND. SLEPT WITH HIS
OFFICER'S GIRLFRIEND. ALWAYS WITH THE MOVES.

SON. AND HE STAYED THAT WAY?

PA. HE WAS ALWAYS A& PRETTYBOY. EVEN TO THE END. I
WMEAN ... 18 THERE ANYTHING MORE PATHETIC THAMN A
HANDSOME OLD MANT

SOM. HE'S DEAD?

PA. WHY DON'T YOU STAY AROUND? LET ME SHOW YOQOU MY

PHOTO ALBUM FULL OF GHOSBTS.

THEY'RE DEAD ANYWAY, WHAT DOES IT MATTER? I

REALLY MEED TO ASK YOU SOMETHING.

HUMOR AN OLD MAM FOR OMNGE WILL YA?

PLEASE I WANT TO-

STOP!

A
4

(A PAUSE)

I'VE BEEM GETTING OLD. AND THE WORLD IS

CHANGIMG. THE SLOW TEMPO OF THE OLD DAYS IS
GONE. MY BALLS HURT. MAYSBE GCANGER. I DON'T GARE.
YOU HAVEMN'T HAD THE BEST LIFE ANMD I['WM SORRY FOR
THAT. THERE ARE THINGS YOU INHERITED FROM HE 50M. HE WAS AN OLDER GUY I LOOKED AT HIS FILE. I

i — .

FPROBABLY NOT. HE'D BE MORE BUSY WITH THE ™MAN
WHC DID THE THING IM THE FIRST PLAGE.

THINK HE WORKED WITH YOU IN THE BOS. NOTHIMG
INTENSELY. BUT JUST ENOUGH THAT YOUR MNAME CAME
UP. THERE WAS A REPORT ABOUT SOME LOCAL POLICE.
MEN WHO EVEN THE TALIBAN DIODN'T PROSECUTE.
THERE WAS A PIPELINE. FROM THE MOUNTAINS INTO
KABUL. WMUJAHIDEEN HAD BEEM AGAINSET IT BUT A
FEW BTILL PRACTICGED. THE LEADERS WERE TOO
DISTRACTED WITH OPIUM AND ARME TRADING TO
INVEST TIME IMN IT. OUR PARTMNER WAS A TEEMAGER
DURING THE SOVIET IMVASIOMN. [ FOUND HIM LATER.
AT B.C. HE WAS APOLOGETIC BUT I DIDN'T REALLY
CARE ABOUT THAT. IMN FACT [ STILL DON'T. IF A
GHILD WANTS TO BE DESTROYED. THAT'S NOT
SOMETHING 1 CAM GARE ABOUT. BUT [ 00 CARE
ABOUT ¥YOU. AND I GCARE ABOUT THIS FAMILY. AND I
CAN'T HAVE SOMETHING LIKE THAT OMN MY FAMILY'S
HISTORY. DO YOU UNMDERSTANMOD., SIR?

THAT [ WISH YOU OION'T. SO0 I WANT TO SHARE AS

MUCH TIME AS POSSIBELE WITH YOU. TO SHARE WHAT'S

LEFT OF MY LIFE.

SOMN. DON'T TRY TO USE THIS AS SOME DEATHBED

CONFESSION, ALRIGHT? 1 CAME HERE TO TALK. [ AM

SETTING THE AGEMNDA.

YOU NEED AM AGENDA TO TALK TO YOUR OWN

GRANDFATHER? THAT'S NOT HOW IT SHOULD BE!

IN AFGHANISTAN. THEY HAVE THIS THING. CALLED

BACHA BAZI. MEANS “BOY PLAY" THEY DRESS UP THE

LOCAL BOYS. MAKE THEM DO BELLY DANCING AND SLEEP

WITH THEM. ONE OF OUR PARTNERS WAS INVOLVED

WITH IT. WE WALKED IMN ON HI®.

PA. ANDY DID YOU KILL HIM?

S0N. MNO, WE LOOKED THE OTHER WAY. IT'S THEIR PROBLEM

ANYWAY . I DON'T KNOW. YOU THINK IF THAT KID

GROWS UP HE'D BE PISSED WE DID MNOTHING?
=,

S




Eﬂgﬂﬂlﬂﬂl (BY ROMAN DAMBROSIO) - ALEXA RAY JOEL wy rwor caratos

Ry

it BULLSHIT. YOU MEAN EVERY DISRESPECT. YOU COME
A PASBT THE NICE MEXICANS WHO PLANT MY NICE "oLD PEOPLE." WHO EVEN ARE .
e CARMATIONS TO GIVE ME A CRAP CAKE AND HURL WAR THEY"? APPARENTLY. THE OLDEST

CRIME ACCUSATIONS LIKE THEY'RE TISSUE PAPER!

I'M MOT HURLINMNG. I TOOK MY TIME. THE REPORTS.
THEY HAVE YOUR APPROVAL OMN THE#M.

COME SHOW ME. SHOW ME THE SHIT REPORT AND WE CAM
SEE WHERE IT LIES BUT UNTIL THEN. YOU HAVE NO
RESPECT COMING HERE AND THROWIMG THAT CRAP OMN ME.
JUST GET OUT. PLEASE.

SOM. GRANDPA.

PA. ouT!

MILLENMIALS ARE MIDDLE-AGED,
BUT [ WALK UP TO MAIN STREET.
THOT CATALOG VILLAGE AND SEE
THE PIANO MAM SBINGING A BONG AT
THE THIRD NIGCEST FAUX-IRISH
PUB. HE'S IN HIS THIRTIES 8UT
IT'8 LIKE HE'S NEVER GRADUATED
HIGH SCHOOL. EVERYOMNE SEEwMS TO
BE M AMBER . EVEN THOUGH
THEY'VE GOTTEN ™MORE BLOATED. I
LOVE HOW WY TOWMN MAKES ME FEEL

B
LIKE I SPIRITUALLY STILL 1IN
2007 .
PARTIES?Y THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM
I8 SATURDAY AND BUNDAY . AND
SATURDAYS ARE FOR THE BOYS! I
ALWAYS ENVIED THEM BECAUSE THEY
couLD REBEL WITHOUT
REPERGUSSIONS. I°VE BEEN ALL
OVER THE WORLD (DIGITALLY) 8BUT
MY PEERS DON'T KMOW ABOUT THE
[

TR W

(THE SON LEAVES. A PAUSE. THE GRANDPA GOES TO A PHONE
ON HIS NIGHT TABLE. HE DIALS A NUMBER FROM AN ADDRESS
BOOK. IT ANSWERS.)

mm‘mm M‘% %ﬁ?’

DR. DACHOFFSRY., IT'S REX. UH... JUST WANTED TO
CALL. SEE HOW PHILADELPHIA WAS TREATING YOU.
LOOK...UH...WE SHOULD MEET FOR A DRINK SOQON.
SOMETHING I WANT TO TALK ABOUT. BOMETHIMNG TO DO
WITH THE TZADIK. YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAM...GIVE ME

CULTURE WAR WE'RE SUPPOSED TO
BE FIGHTING N AND WHAT FOR:
THEY SHRUGB THEIR SHOULDERS AT
THE IDEA ©OF THEORY. I HAD TO BE
A ROLE WMODEL. WHATEVER THAT WAS
SUPPOSED TO BE...

ONE OF MY WEIRDEST ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DINMNER TABLE WMEMORIES WAS
WHEN MY SISTER BROUGHT UP HOW HER
ETHIGCS PROFESSOR ASKED HER OCLASS
"DO0 YOU THIMK THE MENTALLY RETARDED
EHOULD BE BTERILIZED?" I ALSC HEARD
ABOUT HOUSING MARKETS . GOLLEGE
TUITIOMNS. CAREERS . BREAKUPS .
DIVORCES. WAKES . FUMERALS. AND
DEATH AT OCIMMERTIME. I FELT LIKE A
TEEMAGER PREMATURELY AND WAS
BLACKPILLED ABOUT HOW ADULTHOCD

WOULD BE IN SOME RESPEGTS.




ALEXA RAY JOEL wy wor catatos:

THE IMNTERNET WAS A SBICK BAFE SPACE IN A
WAY, 1 GCOULD JUST READ WIKIPEDIA PAGES OR
GHECK OUT JEZEBEL AMND OTHER BLOGS TO ZOME
OUT OF THE WEIRD BOREDOM [ FELT WITH PEERS
ARQUND ™Y AGE., WHY ©00 YOU CARE 80 WUGH
ABOUT THIS HIGH SCHOOL RELATIONSHIP? IT'S
NOT LIKE ANYOME 18 HAVING SEX. AND
STATISTICALLY SPEAKING THERE'S A OMNE 1IN
OME HUMDREDTH CHANCE OF YOU MARRYING EAGH
OTHER... QR... OH WOW. YOU FOUND OUT ABOUT
EDM? TRY BLOGHAUS. IT'S EASIER OM THE EARS
FOR ALL ©OF US AND MAYBE YOU'LL ACTUALLY
EMJOY IT INSTEAD OF JUST LIKIMNG SOMETHING
THAT'S POPULAR FOR THE SAKE THAT IT'S
COMSIDERED MNORMAL.

I FELT THE PULL OF ADULTHOOD AROUND W™E

FROM FPRIVATE SCHOOL KIDS WHOSE PARENTS
P‘: # PRE-PLANNED THE#M TO BECOME LAWYERS .
] DOCTORS., ANMD OTHER PRESTIGE PROFESSIONALS.

I FELT AUTHORITARIANISM COME FROM ALL THE
CORMERS OF MY PERSOMAL SPACE:. 60D. SCHOOL.
PARENTS , AND THE ETERNAL “PERMAMNENT
REGCORD . " 1T oMLY MAKES SENSE . WE WERE
GOING TO BE THE oLn PEOPLE ONE DAY .
DEMERITS WEREN'T JUST A STAIN (] YOUR
EQUL, THEY COULD JEOPARDIZE YOUR PLAGE 1IN
THE 600D COLLEGE. WHICH GCOULD AFFECT THE
CHANCE OF A GOOD GRAD SCHOOL. WHICH MEANT
YOUR CHANCES WITH A GOOD HUSBAND AND
FUTURE FOR YOUR KIODS WERE COMPROWISED. YOU
oo WANT TO LOOK GoOD FOQR THE POLO
SHIRT-WEARING. BOAT SHOE BOY. DON'T You?

SHE'LL ﬂ!f AKINKY BITCH, LA
i AR

h

THAT MINDSET ALMOST KILLED HME . AND
EPILEPSY WMAKES ME FEEL PHYSIGALLY OLDER AT
TIMES., 1 WALK ARQUND WITH PILLS TO KEEP ME
ALIVE. READ ARTICLES ABQUT HOW TO [MPROVE
MY QUALLITY oF LIFE. AND GO oM
PRE-2005-LOOKING FORUME TO FIND ANY NEW
TIDBIT TO IMPROVE Chd UNPREDIGTABLE
LIFESPAN. I THINK THAT I'VE ACCIDENTALLY
AGED MY BRAIN IN ALL THE WRONG WAYS.

.. M

OLD SOULY OLD BRAIN.

.é:

BUT ENOUGH COMPLAINING AND YUPPIE HIPSTER
BULLSHIT. HERE'S SOME POSITIVITY... OMNE OF
MY BEST FRIENDS I8

VY Van “VESANY 70 SV

SHE MNEVER APOLOGIZED FOR BEING INTO “WEIRD STUFF."
SHE TRIES TO BE SBELF-SUFFICIENT IN WHATEVER WAY
POSSIBLE AND HAS DEODICATED HER LIFE TO LEARNING MORE
THAN WHAT SHE WAS LIMITED TO IN HER YOUTH. LIKE ME
SHE'S AN IMTERMET SLEUTH., TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE
MUANCES OF A WORLD THAT HUMANS HAVEN'T EVOLVED ToO
AGCCOMMODATE T0. SHE ALSO HAS A MEUROLOGIGAL
CONDITION THAT COULD SPIRAL. AND OMN TOP OF THAT LOST
A& SON TO BRAIN CANCER. SHE'S TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE
ORGAN THAT CAN TELL OUR AGE.

A . S5 | R RRE

SHE'S GOING BEYONO JUST BEING ONMLINE. SHE'S CREATING A
HEALTHY. ®MOSTLY ORGANIC LIFE WITH BEEKEEPING. ONGCE YOU S
LEARMN ABOUT HOW INDUSTRIES AND INFRASTRUCTURES WANT YoU

ON LIFE SUPPORT. YOU EXPERIENCE EGO DEATH BEYOND YOUR |
COMPREHENSION. SOMETIMES YOU FIND ANSWERS. SOMETIMES YoOU

GET OQUESTIONS THAT LEAD YOU TO WMORE QUESTIONS THAT MAKE

YOU WOMDER WHY TRANSPARENCY ISN'T AS FEASIBLE AS YoU WANTI-
IT TO BE. SHE'S ODOING HER PART TO PREVENT THE WORLD FOOD §
SUPPLY CHAIM FROM COLLAPSING AND SHE HELPED MAKE ME THE b
OLD PERSON I WANT TO BECOME. .

L AR, U L ST Y peibgig TR ¢

;
i
i
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HER BOND WITH HER HUSBAND . WY
UNCLE . IS LIKE YIN AND YaANG@: HE
CURATED A LIBRARY OF BOOKS THAT
WouLD MAKE THE AVERAGE COLLEGE
PROFESSOR'S OFFICE LOOK WEAK .
ESPECTALLY WITH HISTORY AND
AGRICULTURE-RELATED SUBJECTS. HIS
PONYTAIL I8 A POST-RETIREMENT
"FUGK You* ESTABLISHMENT
NMERDE HE TO. POLITICS
ASIDE. HE LOOKS BAGK WHILE SHE
LOOKS FORWARD. CREATING A BALAMNCE
oF KMOWLEDGE THAT NEEDS TO BE

PRESERVED .

*s

TO THE
HAD TO GATER

&

| SNEE 1

THEY 'VE GHEGKED ouT oF THE
CULTURAL PROXY WARS THAT HAVE
UNMFORTUMATELY ENGULFED PEQPLE
WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE up
AGAIMNST SOMETHING BIGGER THAN
THEMSELVES (HOW MAMNY PECPLE
Do You KMOW GAN EARNESTLY
BACK ue BEIMNG LEGITIMATE
HIPPIES?) OR ARE FIGHTING
INTERNET WARS (S| SURE WE
CAN ALL AGREE THAT SOME
PEGPLE JUST PLAY OUT THEIR
FANTASIES VIA KEYBOARDS WHILE
WATITING FOR OUR CHOSEM LEADER
TO COME AND SAVE US).

BEING OLD ISN'T ABOUT AGE. IT'S ABOUT WHAT
FUNGCHES YOU'VE HAD ToO TAKE. "L&" YOU'VE
HAD TO GRACIOUSLY AGGEPT, AND WHAT YOU'RE
GO0ING TO LEAVE BEHIND BESIDES YOQUR ODUST
MASS .
S S V& /-c“q,(‘fsz. [1’/3_.f"4‘p/$,,9',rag ‘W‘,K?”” w——

e ~e v ¢ Woe ] N :
- - - :

%7 GRANDPA WOULD




B;‘”HSTHUMEHTS (BY SEAN HOLMES) I MOM wyxx:
i (=

i I SOUEEZE ON THE PEDAL AS
I @ET ON THE 40TH STREET
BRIDGE

5 F

s~ Why don't you make a list of every bad thing |

have ever done to you and our family, and | will
make a list of every bad thing you have done to
me and our family. And then we can share it
with our therapists and get them on a group call
and compare. We can buy fighting roosters and |}

_ \ bet on them and put them in a pit with your

NPT _ j N\ N, feral fucking dogs. I'll cut off my fingers and

| e EVENING  HAINS  HAVE & N\ % mail them to the hause and you can feed it to

[uASHES SERY. THE LINEQ : - ¥ 19 them. Then they will get a taste for human

* - blood and we can set them on the whole family §

P BANISATING BY RAT'S BVE & S and have them tear everyane apart. | will hang

~

b

# THE PEDAL SQUEEZES BACK

IRE K WRYY BILGT COEr KT e :_:: Kimmie by her neck and spit roast her. We can
' B i i drain the pool and take turns jumping in from
GUIDED BY [NSTRUMENTS ) : the roof. We can throw in the Wii and laptops
AND B HAKE OF o R and monitors in a big angry pile and empty the
BIOLUMINESCENT PLANKTOM . > . . i .
o o = septic tanks into the pool and all our disgusting
KIGKED UP BY THE CARRIER . > bodies will float in all the shit and piss from all

G - X the years. And then we can invite the therapists

i MERGE LEFT RIGHT LEFT L

L \ ; & & » 0 come and write essays about exactly what %
WHAT TAKES AN HOUR AT FIVE I DO IN A MINUTE wentmo.ng’ andwecaninv}teal]wurmmue &i

% enemies to come and witness, Donalene and

THE REBADGED [SUZU SWERVING HARD

_ - i Kelly and Nancy and Martin and your brothers
G L R iy N i and parents and we can set the whole fucking

A BLOBBY PORSCHE SUV NEXT

thing ablaze in one giant cleansing bonfire that
will burn down the whole city and cook all the
old people alive in their nursing homes and burn
HAT THE SUBDIVISIOMN LAGKS IN SIDEWALKS THEY MAKE UP 3 i -
(N STREETLAMPS '/ /J /7 /4 downeveryone of my horrible elementary

O SEER M / schools and both McDonalds and the Ralphs <
THE RABBIT DARTS AGROSS THE LEOPARD YARD

— b e and we will salt the earth and never ever have

THAMKS FOR KEEPING AM EYE ON THING@S

‘E%f Fﬁr#”’.ﬁﬂggi‘lllggéug, T -'

¥ 2
EXIT TOWARD ERIE YOU CUNT
5 acmrel

‘ to worry about it ever again.
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WHY WOULD I GIVE THOSE SPOILED BRATS A GAWWWDAWM
THING? THEY HAVEMN'T WORKED A SINGLE ODAY IN THEILR
CHARMED LIVES. I REMEMBER TRYING TO GET THEWM TO DO
S0ME CHORES AROUND THE HOUSE OR 60 OQUTSIDE AND DO
SOME YARD WORK. AND IT WAS NOTHING BUT PISSING AND
MOANTIMNGE . S50 YEAH. aF GOURSE I SPEND ALL Y
HARD-EARNED MOMEY IN RETIREMENT. IT'S MY MONEY. Iy
EARNED IT WITH BLOOD SWEAT AND TEARS AND PUTTING UP
WITH EVERY UPPER MANAGEMEMNT PIECE OF OCRAP THAT WAS
HALF MY AGE WHOD KMEW JAGCK FREAKING SOUAT ABQUT THE
JOB .

LN

IT'S NOTHIMB FROM THEM BUT "WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO

oo

TO HELP WITH YOUR GRANDKID'S COLLEGE FUND?'® OR

“CAN YOU HELP US WITH THIS WMORTBAGE PAYMENT DAD?"

oR
S0

“CAN WE LEAVE THE KIDS WITH YOU FOR A FEW DAYS
ME AND ™Y HUSBAND CAM HAVE A FEW DAYS WITH

OURSELVES PLEASE?". oH THOSE LITTLE SNOTS OF
GRANDKIDS I HAVE. FAT. SIGKLY. ODROOLING AND A
GOUPLE OF THEM BROWN. FAGES DROOPING AND WET WHILE
STARING AT THEIR STUPID PHONES THE ENTIRE TIME WE

TAKE

THEM TO APPLEBEES TO EAT. oM MY DIME oOF

COURSE. ['D BE SURPRISED IF THEY EVEN KNOW WHAT I

LOOK

LIKE:® RUDE . no MANNERS . CAN BARELY SFEAR

ENGLISH AND cuss WORSE THAN THE BuUY I SBERVED
OVERSEAS WITH IN GUAM. LET ME EMPTY ™Y BANK ACCOUNT

FOR

THE FUTURE COLLEGE COURSES THEY ARE GOING TO

DROP FOR FAILIMG GRADE LATER. I'LL GET RIGHT OM IT.

o 1'

2 b :

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR A HANDOUT WHEMN [ SPENT MY ENTIRE
GOOD YEARS OF MY LIFE WORKING OVERTIME TO GIVE THEM
ALL A HAND UP. ALWAYS GOMPLAINING ABOUT THE ECONOMY
AMND HOW EXPENSIVE EVERYTHING IS. INFLATION THIS,
STAGNANT WAGES THAT. ODIVERSITY O0OUOTAS AND SEX
EDUCATION CLASSES AT THEIR KID'S SCHOOLS. I HAD OQUR
FIRST HOUSE WHEMN I WAS 26 AND PAID FOR TWO GCARS AND
THAT WAS WHEN THE PEANUT FARMER DOOFUS WAS
PRESIDENT. ON AND ON AND OM ABOUT HOW I NEVER HELP
THEM WHEN THEY ARE HAVING TROUBLE MAKING ENDS MEET
WHEN THEY HAVE TWO J0BS BETWEEM THEM. ™Y MARRIED
DAUBHTER AND HER HUSBAND ANYWAY. #MY LOSER SON ON
THE OTHER HAND I THINK I8 A HOMOSEXUAL BECAUSE HE'S
45 AND STILL HASN'T GOTTEN MARRIED. I HAVEN'T
TALKED TO THAT PEE OH ESS IN 15 YEARS THOUGH. HE
CALLS., OMCE IN A WHILE. ON EASTER OR JULY 4TH.
USUALLY AFTER HE'S TIED A FEW OFF., (YOU CAMN HEAR IT
IN HIS VOICE).




THOSE SPOILED BRATS sy owavxe noove WHAT THE HELL IS A MEGAPIXEL?
4 ~ = qugzh- f“@ihg:“" ~ | EEEa il s A
i ~pl UL Ny .giﬁE?- ._-a‘;:'!!gah“_ : : b
MAYBE I[F THEY OION'T HAVE $450 PHOME BILLS ANOD ARE )
SUBSCRIBED TO EVERY STREAMING SERVICE AND GET
STARBUCKS ALL THE DAMN TIME THEN THEY COULD
PROBABLY AFFORD THEIR MORTGAGE. IT'8S NOT MY PROBLEM
THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO MANAGE THEIR MONEY. WHAT ARE
THEY GOING TO 00 FOR RETIREMEMT? MY ODAUGHTER CAME
COMPLAINING TO ME ABOUT SOME INDIAN LADY TAKING THE
PROMOTION SHE WAS EXPECTING TO GET. I TOLD HER IF
SHE WORKED HARDER AND WASN'T BUSY NOT “MIMDIMNG HER
OWN BUSINESS. SHE WOULD'VE @OTTEM IT. SO0UR GRAPES
WAS MY ASSESSMENT. SHE SAYS IT'S BEGCAUSE HER BOSS
I8 ALSO AN INDIAN. ALWAYS SOMEONE ELSE"S FAULT!
JUST LIKE WHEM SHE WAS 4 LITTLE GIRL AND BLAMED NOT
GETTING OM THE CHEERLEADIMNG TEAM BECAUSE ALL THE
MOMS WERE OMN THE PTA AND ME AND HER MOM GCOULD CARE
LESS. IF SHE BAT IN OMN ONE OF THOSBE MEETINGS SHE'D
KNOwW HOW USELESS AMND TIHME WASTING ALL THAT GCRAP

I MNEED A DRIMNK. MAINLY BECAUSE THIS
WEEKEND INSTEAD OF GOIMG TO THE CASINO
WITH ™Y FILIPINO OGIRLFRIEND I AGREED
TGO WATCH MY DAUGHTER'S LITTLE BASTARDS
INSTEAD. & BOYS FROM TWO DADS AND HER
GURRENT HUSBAND I&N'T ONE aoF THE# .
HE'S A BAINT FOR PUTTING UP WITH THE
DARK OMNE . HE'§ A MEMAGCE . HE"LL BE
BEHIND BARS WITH A RAP SHEET WELL
BEFORE HE'S§ OLD ENOUGH TO ODRINK.  §
HAVE TO LOGCK UP EVERYTHING WHEM HE'S
ARQUND. LAST TIWME HE WAS HERE HE STOLE
MY 4 MEGAPIXEL LG DIGITAL CAMERA AND
MY ZUNE I USE WHEN I 60 FISHING! WHEN
MY WIFE WAS ALIVE, BLESS HER HEART,
SHE TREATED ALL THOSE KIDS LIKE THEY
HAD WIMGSE. HALOS AND HARPS. WHEN THEY
ARE ARQUND ™ME THEY WIELD PITCHFORKS
AND BET ALL THE COMBUSTIBLES ON FIRE.
MAYBE I WOULD TAKE THEM TO A MOVIE IF
THEY WEREN'T §35 A TICKET PLUS THE
RIDICULQUS COST OF ALL THE FOQOD THEY
BRING YOU MNOW. AT LEAST THEY LET You
TIE ONE OFF AT THEATERS NOW 8UT YoOU
STILL CAN'T HAVE A FREAKING SMOKE .
JUST WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE BEST OF I[T.
IT'8 NOT EASY BEING THE ONLY SBANE AND
RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF THIS FAMILY.

AVUERARAN RN NN NNy
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POPPY TED'S Alf (BY NICK DOVE)

MORTHERM CALIFORMNIA. AN OLD #MAM SITS
"WITH BINOCULARS . STARIMG AT THE HILLS
ABOVE. HIS GRANDSOM. NIGK. APPROAGHES.

"WHO ARE YOU SPYING ON MOW. POPPY?Z"
"HYUH. HYUH. HYUH. WELL YOU CAM SEE
THOSE SAME HOUSES ARE THERE =--"

"YEAHT?"

"-- AMD THERE USED TO HE A STRIPPER.

SHE WAS IN SAM FRAMCISCO."

" s YEAHT

"AND SHE USED TO LIVE UP THERE. AND.

UH. THEY HAD HER ON TELEVISION. OF
COURSE SHE COULD ONMLY STRIP DOWN SO
"RIGHT. OF COURSE."

"BUT IN SAN FRANGCISCO THEY HAD A
CIRCULAR BAR -- IT WAS RIGHT ON THE
CORMER., BROADWAY. YOU KMOW. THAT WHOLE
SCENE -- AND THERE WAS THIS BIE& HWOLE IN
THE GEILING. AMND WHEMN SHE CAME OUT SHE
WAS ON TOP OF A GRAND PIANO THAT WENT
ALL THE WAY DOWN.

"UH-HUH."

"AND BHE'S OM TOP. DOING HER STRIP'R. AND
A BUY'S PLAYING THE PIANOD."

"YOU EVER SEE IT?"

"I == IN FAGT., THE GUYS USED TO COME OUT
FROM DETROIT FOR IT. THEY WANTED TO 60O
THERE AMD SEE IT. SEE ALL THE TOPLESS
GIRLS., GET A TOPLESS SHOESHIME."

"A TOPLESS SHOESHINE?!"

"OH YOU KMOW. DUNKA DUMKA DUNKA. YOU PUT
YOUR FEET UP, AND THEY GO0 DUMKA DUNKA
DUNKA DUNKA."®

w, ...

"§0 I TOOK THEM DOWN THERE TO GET A
TOPLESS -- YOU KMNOW., I WAS THEIR MAN OUT
HERE AT LOCKHEED. THEY CAME OUT HERE ToO
DO TECHNICAL WORK. AMD ALL THEY WANTED
TO DO WAS GO DOWNTOWN TO THE STRIPS!"
"EM - Hi "

"I KMEW THEM ALL. EVEN THE TOPLESS BEGAN
TO RECOGNIZE ME. AND I'D TELL THE @UYS
THEIR SHOES WERE DIRTY. AMD THEN THEY'D
B0 AND THEY'D BE BUMPIN' 'EM. DUNKA

"-- AMD THEY HAD A LAWYER DOWN THERE. HAD
HIS OFFICES RIGHT IM THE BUILODING. ANO.
UH. HE WAS ONM TV EVERY NIGHT. HE'D SAY
'I'LL TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR LAW PROBLEMS.
YOoU COME DOWN HERE TO MY OFFICE.' AND THEN
THEY'D WALK IN AND THERE'S ALL THESE
TOPLESS."

"WOW. .. "

"I TALKED TO HIM. AND REALLY. HE €OT MORE
POPULISM, MORE POPULARTZATION FROM ALL
THOSE GIRLS THAN ANYTHING. HE GOT ALL THE
BI16 TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONG."

"LIKE WHAT?"

"OH. ALL OF 'EM. BUT HE DIDN'T TAKE JUST
ANYONE . "




POPPY TED'S TALE sy wex ove

"OH YEAHWT"

"I REMEMBER [ 6OT CALLED TO DUTY. DOWN
TO THE COURTHOUSE. ALL BAD CRIME. I RAM
[NTO HIM THERE. THERE WAS A GUY. HIPPY
GUY, WHO WAS CAUGHT GOIMG UP A LADDER
INTO CHILDREN'S BEDROOMS. [T WAS ON THE
NEWS. I ASKED IF HE WAS TAKING HIM ON
FOR TRIAL.

"AND WHAT'D HE SAY?"

"HAH. 'MET?! TAKE HIm OMN TRIAL? ['0 LIKE
TO SLIT HIS FUCKING THROAT!' IMAGIME. IN
FRONT OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN THERE! 'T'D
LIKE TO GUT HIS FUCKIMG THROAT!'"

"YOU USED THAT. DIDN'T You?"

"WHEM IT CAME MY TURN. FOR THE
SELECTION. THE JUDGE BAID 'YOU'RE
EXCUSED!' HAD HIM TO THANK. GOOD MAN."
"010 HE EVER. UH. WITH THE QIRLS?"

"OH SURE. SHIT. ALL THE TIME -- REMEMBER
THAT IF YOU GO INTO LAW PRACTICE."
"WILL DO."

"BECAUSE IT'S STILL ALL THAT Wavy. IT
HASN'T CHANGED A BIT."

ICE COLD PEEPHOLES 15 rvan uamsesmy
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BORM UNDER A BAD SIGN. GCHARLIE WESLEYAN NEEDS
THE SPIRIT OF A YOUMG CO-CONSPIRATOR TO HELP
UNRAVEL HIS GORDIAMN KNOT OF A MASTER PLAN.
THE EXPANSION OF AGE DEMOGRAPHIC APPEAL IN
TWO CONMTRASTING DIRECTIONS THROUGH ONE
KINGMAKING MOVE., CEMENTIMNG HIS STATUS IN THE
BUSIMNESS oOF EROTIC ACCOUTREMENT AS THE
VERITABLE TSAR OF TABQO. FOR THIS TALL ORDER.
CHARLIE ENLISTS THE ASSISTANCE OF GAM
RONSBSON . A HIGH SBSCHOOL SOPHOMORE GAMING TO
SKIM SOME COIN OFF THE TOP OF THE SKIN GAME
AND SUSBPENDED THRIGCE FOR HIS EFFORTS., MOST
NOTABLY AFTER A FIASCO INVOLVING A HIJAGKED
SNACK VENDIMNG “MACHINE AND A LIMITED RUN OF
PORMOGRAPHIC PLAYIMNG CARDS DEPICTING THE
O-FACES OF THE FIRST FIFTY FIRST LADIES OF
THIS COMNSUMER-GRADE GCOUNTRY.

AFTER PRAYING THE PIMP'S ROSARY AND RECITING
NINE MO HOMOS ., GCHARLIE HELPS CAM SLIP HIS
S50FT PENIS INTO PROPRIETARY SMART COCK
TECHNOLOGY . A SUBTLE SET OF SBENSORS THAT
GATHER REAMSB oF USEFUL SPATIAL DATA ONGCE
TURMED ON. AM AUTOMATIC PROCESS OCCURRING AT
THE PRECISE HMOMENT THE WEARER GROWS ERECGT.
WITH HIS PAWN'S PENILE WmMUSCLES I[N PLAGE AND
SYNCING TO UNDERGROUMND SERVERS. CHARLIE LETS
GAmM LOOSE ., UNLEASHING A REIGM OF SEXUAL
TERROR AS THE JUNIOR PARTMER FUGKS A BWATHE
THROUGH HIS PEERS. AMABEING AN IMPRESSIVE
STUDENT BODYCOUNT OF BIXTY (PERGENT. THE
PREGISE MNUWMBER OF FEMALES WITH B80TH DECENT
ATTENDANCE AND AT LEAST A

GRADE-POINT-AVERAGE}., PLUS A VALIDATED EMAIL
LIST OF APPROXIMATELY THE SAME LENGTH.

IFF B
/ H,,u’/

CHARLIE SHAPES THESE TERABYTES OF VAGINAL INTEL INTO A

PRODUCT-23D-PRINTED PUSSY MOLDS COMPOSITED FROM

HUNDREDS OF REAL TEEMAGE GIRLS-RIGHT IM TIME FOR CYBER
MONDAY THE FAVORITE HOLIDAY oF ELDERLY. INFIRM MEN
GRAVING LEGAL RECOURSE FOR UNDERAGE CUMSHOTS. THE KIDS

ALRIGHT. HAPPY TO S5EE THEMBELVES REFPRESENTED IN

MEDICAL-GRADE SILICOME B8Y THE MNEWLY-WMINMTED PROGRESSIVE
WING OF A TRADITIONALLY LEGHEROQUS INDUSTRY.




LEWIS LOVES tr sevorermn . _ N GET OFF MY GODDAMN LAWN!

LEWIS LOVE FLIPPED THROUGH THE CATALOG -

HE'D RECEIVED FRO#M THE SMILING BOY AT THE A ¥ “REST EASY KNOWING
FUNERAL PALOR. ToO BE S0 SHMILEY AROUND B 4 YOUR LOVED ONE'S
SOMETHING A5 ARTFUL AS DEATH MEANT THAT ! 4 3 LEGACY Is
THE YOUNG BOY HAD EITHER STUMBLED BLINDLY | ;i » FULFILLED." OME BIT
IN LUCK THROUGH LIFE, UNTOUGHED. ©OR ELSE ; GF TEXT READ

SEEN HORRIBLE., TERRIBLE THINGS. LEWLS J

WONDERED IF THE PARENTS OWNED THE SHOP. HE

IMAGINED THE PARENTS EITHER COACHING THE

YOUNG MAMN TO GREET DEATH LIKE A

STARCHED-SHIRT, EMPTIED-EYED CASHIER OR "TASTEFUL ADORNMENT
ELSE  INDUGTING HIM INTO SOME  INSANE 4 FOR  PASSING INTO
MORTUARY GULT. - 7 . COMMUNION WITH

GOD." SAID AMOTHER.
WHY DENY ANMYOMNE PLEASURE?

. L) .
REGARDLESS ., IT WAS THE YOUNMNG MAN WHO
HANDED OVER THE BROCHURE. WHICH WAS FILLED
WITH THOUSANDS OF GRAVESTOMNES WITH
VARIETIES aF SHAPE . STONE . ETCHING
PATTERNS AND FONTS. A PAGEANTRY OF DEATH
THAT EXGITED AND TERRIFIED LEWIS.

TN

BUT, THERE WaAS STILL AN ELEMENMT OF THE f'i

MUNDAME. THE GRAPHICS. THE PRIGCES AND ELE S K

ADS—THESE THINGS RUINED FOR HIM THE LOFT SR s

EXPERIENGE HE TRIED TO SQUEEZE FROM WHAT

WAS . ESSENTIALLY. A COMMERGIAL

INTERAGTION. IT WAS HARODLY OIFFERENT FROM [BMf E e b1 i LEWIS PUT THE BROGCHURE DOWN ON

THE NUMEROUS OTHER GATALOGS LEWIS HAD USED %) : } THE: SALLE.: TRatE. -NEXT: k¢ HIo

THROUGHOUT Hrs Lire To seLecT rurniTure QNG ARMEHAIR: (& Bj¥: CQF SUNLTOGHT

AND CLOTHING AND THE EVER-INGREASING ARRAY et WAD CHEBTERING HIm THEOHNGH A

OF APPLIANCES RADIOS. REFRIGERATORS . R ¢ HOTH-HOMTHED HOLE LN THE THTH

RECORDS . AND THE FUNERAL PARLOR BOY HAD 4 £ 2 ELORAL GHETAINE THAT HuNe: OVER

ASSURED HIM IT WAS OMLY A& SAMPLING OF THE W 7 * T " THE WINDOW ABOVE THE KITCHEN

FULL RANGE OF HEADSTONES AVAILABLE. o o N ¢, y - | 3 PEUN: HECEASED: HIMOELE MF WIIHM
GREAT EFFORT, HIS LEGS WOBBLY

LS ‘ . % : ' "% In HIE LODSE SLACKS LIKE

Pl ! . -
LEWIS HAD MO POINT OF REFERENCE FOR THE i £ "‘, - e ; QUIVERING EYELESS BEINGS [N A
PROCESS. AS HE HAD MNEVER PICKED AMYONE'S 2 ; — i PRETERDLOLD (DAME, [URE (NERVES
GRAVE. HE WORKED HI& HAMNDS OVER THE THIGK ] . HITHOUT THE EIEGUTIVE.
PAPER OF THE BROGHURE.




lfW' LOVES v senorerm ~_WHATDAY IS IT AGAIN?
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YEARS AGO. LEWIS HAD VISITED A LIQUIDATION
SALE: THEY WERE HAPPENING ALL THE TIME .
THOUGH HE MOVED SLOWLY . HIS SLOWNESS
HELPED HIM PERUSE. HE WOULD RATHER STAY IN
THE SAME SPOT THAM MOVE., WHICH CAUSED HI#M
l’ TO LINGER LONGER OVER EACH BOX. EACH RACK,.
i - THAN HE WOULD HAVE AS A YOUNG MAMN., EXCITED

ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF EACH BREATH.

LEWIS REMEMBERED ALL THIS AS HE EDGED ACROSS THE
ROOM. THE DEPRESSION. AS THEY CALLED IT. WAS OVER.
AND HIS OWN LIFE WAS COMING TO AN END. HE'D WALKED
THE SAME STRETCH OF CITY. FROM WHERE HE'D BOUBHT HIS
TREASURED COLLECTION OF GRAVE BOOKS. TO HIS HOME.

b WHERE ONCE HE'D SEEN LINES OF BROKEN PEQPLE.
» S0ULLESS IN HIS MIND AND. HE WAS SURE. IN HISTORY. IJ
‘e

HE MNOW SAW EXCITED WMEN IM GCRISP UMNIFORMS AND PROUD
BUT RED-FACED WIVES OR WORKERS WITH HEALTHY ARMS AND
BELLIES WALKIMG IN HAUMNTING UNISOMN UNDER THE POSTERS
THAT BLAZED WITH SAVAGE EYES OF THE GERMAN AND THE
JAPANMESE, OF CALLS TO ARMS AND GLITTERING DEPIGTIOMS
OF HOLY ENBIMES AND FAGCTORY LINES. HE HID HIS HATING
EYES BEHIND THE FOLDS IN HIS FACE.

" % L a L et ST ) -
s S < - 2
PAUSING OVER A PARTICULARLY DOELICATE AND
CUSTY CRATE AS THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM
RUSHED TO MAKE THE ™MOST ©OF THEIR MEAGER
) EARNINGS N FURMISHING THELR CROOKED .
WRETCHED HOMES OR TO FINO SOMETHING TRULY
.’ VALUABLE THAT  THEY coOULD SELL To A
', CISCERNING OR STUPID ELITE. LEWIS FOUND &
o BOX OF MONOGRAPHS. WRITTEN APPARENTLY BY A

SINGLE MAN. THAT CATALOGED AND WITH GQREAT
r. DETATILED EXPLAIMED THE OIFFERENT GRAVES

HE'D ENCOUNTERED ALL OVER EUROPE.

g AET T o T e 5 i

S SRR TR, S - R
»* THE AUTHOR PAUSED NOTED EAGCH LURID OR
d RIDICULOUS DETAIL. THE WAY THE PHOTOGRAPHS
L"-;‘: HAD BEEN GLUED TO THE PAGES. WITH GARE.
Et’: BUT IN NG APPARENT ORDER. MADE LEWIS
b} BELIEVE THAT THE VOLUMES WERE NEVER
- INTENDED TO BE SEEN. THEY HAD THE QUALITY
OF A MOTHER'S PHOTO BOOK., EXCEPT FOR THE
%7 SCRAWLING HANDWRITIMG THAT OFTEN TRAILED
'\. OFF THE PAGE AND CARRIED OVER ONTO SCRAPS

OF PAPER STUCK INTO THE SPINE.

- R Y -
SO00M. LEWIS HAD THE BOX IMN HIS HANDS.
PASSED A FEW COINS TO A BROKEN #AM IN A
TATTERED SUIT AND CARRIED HIS BOX HOME.
WHERE HE LEAFED SLOWLY THROUGBH THE PAGES
AS THE CROWDS AMASSED OQUTSIDE. MANY DYING
IN THE STREET HORRIFYING DEATHS OF PAIN
AND HUNGER THAT WENT UNMARKED BY ANY
MEASURE. HE WALKED COMNFIDENTLY. IF SLOWLY,
DOWN THE STREET WITH HISE PRIZE.

DID THEY MNOT KNOW THAT THEY WERE SIMPLY GCROSSING THE
GLANT SEA THAT WAS ITSELF A TOMB NOT JUST FOR
COUNTLESS UMNMARKED OR HARASSED BODIES BUT TO A
MILLENNIA OF FISH AND GCREATURES S50 LARGE AND FULL OF
BOLAR LUSBT THAT TO EVEN GAZE UPOMN THEIR BONES WOULD
BE TO MAKE THE VERY IDEA OF GO0 LAUGHABLE? OR THAT
THE WHOLE ©F EUROPE WAS A FACE POCKED WITH S0 ™ANY
GRAVES. THOSE THAT MORPHED FROM TWISTED HORRIBLE
FORMS OF HELL-TO-COME TGO THE RESPECTABLE GRAVES OF
THE THIN-LIPPED CLERKS WHO HAD FORMED THIS AMERIGAM
COUNTRY THAT CHAMGED INTO THE SIMPLE STONE THAT BORE
JUST NAME AND NUMBER A48 1F THE LIFE EXTINGUISHED
BENEATH IT. FODDER FOR THE CHURNIMNG WORLD WAS SIMPLY
A OCHEOQGUE HWADE TO A PENMURIOUS 80D. AND WORSE. THE
SARCASTIC AND SOPPY EPITAPHS OF THE WRITER WHO WENT
INTO DEATH CLEVERLY LIKE AT A DINNER PARTY. AND ALL
THE FLOWERS! THE HORRIBLE WREATHS OF FRAGILE LIFE
CONSTAMTLY ODYING IM PATHETIC HOMAGE TO SINGLE LIFE
THAT SAT S50 CLOSE TO THE WMAUSOLEUMS THAT TRULY SPOKE
TO THE TRUTH oF THE BLESSED STATE OF DEATH AND
CLOSER STILL TO THE UNDERGROUND POOLS OF BONES, THE
MAES GRAVES. THAT MARKED THE TRUTH OF LIFE.

| A £y S
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LEWIS WALKED OVER TO HIS MATTRESS AND PULLED A BOX FROM

BEMNEATH IT. WITH STIFF HANDS HE REMOVED THE LID AND
PULLED O©OUT THE STACKS OF BILLS WITHIN. HE THOUGHT HE 5

MINUTES ON END. CLEANING EVERY DETAIL OF THE FINGERMAILS
4 WHICH HAD OROWM INMUMERABLE TIMES TO FROTEGT THE MERVE
# ENDINGS THAT DEFIMNED AND PROPELLED THE CIVILIZATIOMNS THAT
HAD GROWNM FROM BUSH TO BOMB, NOW TREMBLING AND CAPABLE
oNLY OF FEEDING HIS gooy AND FLIPPING THROUGH THE
EVER-DIRTYING PAGES OF HIS BOOKS OF TOMBS, HE LOOKED OUT
THE WINDOW AT THE SMILING FACES AND FROWNED. HIS LIFE HAD
NOT BEEM AN UNREASOMNABLY BITTER OMNE. HE'D NEVER DESPISED
AGE FOR AGE'S SAKE. HE THOUGHT. THE FATHER'S THAT WATGHED
PROUDLY AS THEIR SONS WENT TO BE GROUND TO DUST WERE NO
BETTER. AND THEY RUBBED THEIR HAMDS AS THE WAR MACHINE
TURMED THEM PROFIT AFTER PROFIT. WITHOUT REALIZING THAT
THE GOORDIMATION OF THE ANGIEMNT PYRAMIDSE WITH THE S&TARS
THAT THE CRAZED AUTHOR ©OF THE TOWmB BOOK HAD POINTED OUT
WERE DIREGCTLY RELATED TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
EARTH ITSELF AMD THE TOMB FLOATIMG IN THE ODEATH FIELD
THAT IS SPACE. THAT THEIR GLEEFUL BELIEF IN PROGRESS AND
IN JUSTICE WERE MNO DIFFEREMNT FROM THE MEDIEVAL KINGS WHO
BELIEVED THE NEXT BATTLE. THE NEXT MARRIAGE WOULD WRITE
THE MNAMES OF THEIR OYMNASTIES INTO THE VERY FABRIC OF THE
SGPECIES. OF LIFE ITSELF. I[NSTEAD OF BEGOMING THE JOKES OF
HISTORY. THEIR MNAMES THEMSELVES TOMBS IN THE SPRAWLING
SCREAMING SCROLLS THAT LAID HAD ESGAPED THE FLAMES JUST
TO BECOME A GRAVEYARD OF ECHOING THINGS.

. AR OT N e
EACH CONFIDENT FAGE WOULD JUST AS QUIGCKLY KILL HIM AS ANY
GERMAN FOR THINKING SUGH THINGS. THE PESSIMIST WAS THE
WITGH. ANMD THOSE WHO HAD JUST YEARS BEFORE LOOKED oOUT
FROM INHUMAN EYES AT THE RIGH WHO RODE IN TO GAST THEIR
DOOMED NET OF MUMBERS OVER THE MATERIAL WORLD WOULD JUST
AS BSOON RIP HIM TO BHREDS. TO EXHUME HIS PAST AND HANG
THAT. THAN TO LISTEN TO WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. B0 HE STAYED @y SOME TIME LATER. THE SUN HAVING SET ANOD ROSE MANY TIMES.
GUIET. AND IN HIS OUIET HIS MIND RAGED ON., B8PINNING 2 * GASTING ITS BEAM THROUGH THE RUINED WINDOW VEIL. THE

’ AS HE STOOD ABOVE HIS TORMN CURTAIN. WASHING HIS HANDS FOR
A

HEARD A SQUADROMN OF WARPLANES FLY ABOVE., HEADING OUT
THEIR CRUEL PARODY OF THUNDER. THE CROWD OUTSIDE CHEERED.

HITLER'S BELIEFS ARE INFANTILE. HE THOUGHT . BUT THE
RESULT OF HIS ACTIONS ARE THE TRUTH OF THE &PECIES. HE

%

Vi
i

THOUGHT AGAIMN AND HIS LIPS TURMED UP INTO HIS SCRABBLING
BEARD. ANOTHER ROUND OF PLANES FLEW AND ANOTHER CHEER
ERUPTED. HE WOBBLED BACK OWVER TO HIS CHAIR. HIS HEART
BEATING FASTER THAN HIS FIMGERS COULD MOVE. AS A THIRD
SOUADROM FLEW ABOVE. A SUBWAY SHOOK THE GROUND AND THE
WRECKAGE OF ANTIETAM FLASHED BEFORE HIS EYES. NEARLY A
GEMTURY OF AMERICAMN LIFE THUNDERED AROUND HIM. HIS OWN
HOME HUMMED WITH ELECTRICITY.

e oYL BEE WU .k RN

HE PICKED UP ABAIN THE BROCHURE AND HATED. WITH THE
PASSION OF A CROWD. THE SMILIMG YOUNG MAN WHO'D BGIVEN IT
TO HIM. AND HE LOVED HIM. LOVED HIM LIKE HE LOVED THE
CRAZED WRITER WHO SCRIBBELED oM LN SECRECY.
DEATH-OBSESSED. ALL DEATH-OBSESSED. AS SOOMN AS WE cCOULD ,
SPEAK ITS MAME.

Y

*. TOGETHER HIS OWN THOUGHTS TOGETHER WITH THE CRAVEN TOMS LANDLADY. A QUIET WOMAN. HAD HER YOUNG SON FORCE HIS WAY

*s WRITER WHOSE BOOK HAD DEMOLISHED. ONE CENTURY AT A TIME. INTO THE DOOR THAT BORE THE MAME OF LEWIS LOVE. THE (]Luﬁ
OME TOMB AT A TIME, EVERY BIT OF ILLUSION THAT LEWIS HAD a MAMN SAT COLD I[N HIS UPHOLSTERED CHAIR. ON HIS LAP HE HELD

- KEPT STILL AS HE WALKED THE LOMNG PATH TOWARDS HIS OWN N . A BTACK OF MONEY AMD A BROCHURE. OPEM TO A PAGE WHERE LAY
DEATH . ',’ a: CIRCLED A GRAVESTONME WITH A ROUNDED TOP AND WRITTEM ON IT Y

IN BARELY LEGIBLE SCRAWL WERE THE WORDS "REMEMBER M™E." .

1 AETOAMNEERY YR X L

THE LANDLADY. HORRIFIED AND HELD UP BY HER STONE-FACED .«

k“:n‘ .
“PLATO BELIEVED THAT FORGETTING WAS THE TRUE KEY TO MAN® S

PHILOSOPHIGAL POTENTIAL." THE MADMAM WROTE., “BUT WHAT ﬂ e

TRULY DEFINES OUR SPEGIES IS THE POTENTIAL TO REMEMBER. o SON. CALLED THE POLICE. THEN THE HOSPITAL AND WENT BACK Fi

POINTLESSLY." "f‘ h TO HER ROOM TO LISTEN TO THE WAR END. ,"
- - oz i ; o . - §

s ) S : : ' & = . & uf/ =. - ¢ =




HAVE YOU GONE THROUGH CHANGES? wr msres enann N _ L

NOW MY ARMS SWING WHEMN I WALK
WITH THIS THIN FILM

THAT BEPARATES ME FROM THE WOR
IT'8 RELAXING

TAKES THE LOAD OQOFF

WORRIED
HAVE I SBHEDY

THIS DISCONMNEGT
THIS DISLOCATIOM FROM EVERYTHING MY LIFE

KNIBHT'S MOVE EXISTEMNC
HANGING OFF AT A RIGHT

SEEENB FINE. BUT WHAT HA

L

IF THAT GCONMECTIOMN IS8 MO LOMNGER THERE
15 THERE A DESIRE THAT GOES ALONG WITH THAT?Y

4 DESIRE TO BE A PART OF THINGS
THAT PUSHES YoU

8E INTERESTED

INGRATIATE AND INTEGRATE

Shediie § N . §
BUT WHEM ALL THAT'S GOMNE : - : e PRFR . - < ‘4
AND  ALL  THAT  ¥YOU  WANT ] 3 = . ke
YOURSELF

& .
7 CAN YOU STILL REAGCH OUT? y ; 4
DOES [T TAKE LEARNING i : A
] . 3 ;- ,n‘iglr' ‘. Rl [ A Ve k
. d 4 ] |

MOW GYMICAL » LRt
MO RELATIONSHIPS ;
JUST A MONSTER o MR

MONSTER WITH NOWHERE TO BE i ﬁ
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